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From the outset, it must be said that hereditary deafness (such as Sibenmann, sheibe, 
mandini, etc., transmitted genetically by one or both parents) is a small percentage from a 
statistical point of view. 
 
The most common is acquired deafness, namely: 
 

- prenatal (embryonic and fetal) caused by: rubella viruses, mumps, hepatitis, measles; 
infections caused by bacteria and protozoa (tuberculosis, syphilis); drugs (usually 
sedatives, antibiotics); chemical and hormonal causes (abortifacients, quinine, lead 
water); irradiation of the mother with X-rays during pregnancy; endocrine factors 
disorders of blood circulation in the placenta (fetal hypoxia); trauma during 
pregnancy; blood incompatibility between mother and fetus (Rh factor); pregnancy 
toxicity; alcoholism; diabetes; or other causes not yet known; 

- neonatal (perinatal): hypoxia or blue asphyxia; obstetric trauma; nuclear jaundice 
(bilirubinemia). 

- postpartum: craniocerebral trauma; infectious diseases: meningitis, encephalitis, 
scarlet fever, measles, measles, whooping cough, mumps, high fever, typhoid fever 
(childhood diseases); otitis and appendicitis; intoxication; vascular diseases; chronic 
malnutrition; Sonic trauma; causes of drugs, insufficient treatment (especially with 
ototoxins: streptomycin, neomycin, kanamycin, gentamycin). 

 
(A) transmission (conductive) deafness is the result of difficulties encountered in the way of 
sound from the outer ear to the inner ear. This is the deafness of the dam, when the inner 
ear does not function normally due to: disorders caused by the formation of a wax plug; 
disorders caused by penetration or formation of foreign bodies in the ears; traumatic 
injuries of the eardrum; infections of the external auditory canal. This deafness is also 
caused by diseases of the middle ear, such as: acute otitis media, inflammation of the 
appendages, chronic otitis media. It is characterized by losses of up to 60-70 DB, allowing for 
the perception of high tones. 
 
B) perceptual or neurosensory deafness is caused by damage to the auditory nerve and 
nerve centers in the brain. In this case, the receiving organ in the inner ear or the auditory 
nerve no longer works. Has as causes: infections, poisoning, vascular injuries, ear injuries 
(accidents at work) hearing loss can exceed 120 dB, and the perception of serious sounds is 
better than sharp. 
 
(C) mixed-type deafness includes features common to transmissive and perceptual deafness. 
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Degrees of hearing loss, according to the classification of the International Bureau of 
Audiophonology, fall between the following parameters: 
 

- 0-20 dB - normal hearing, the conversation is audible without difficulty; 
- 20-40 dB - average hearing loss or average hearing loss; the conversation is heard 

with difficulty and only at close range; starting from this interval, the prosthesis is 
necessary for better perception; 

- 70-90 dB - severe hearing loss or severe hearing loss; noise, voice and some vowels 
are heard; 

- over 90 dB-deep hearing loss or deafness (cofosis); you can hear very loud sounds, 
but they also cause painful sensations. 

 
A simple list of medical problems that cause hearing loss makes it possible to understand 
that each of us can be put in such a situation, but it says too little about the specific situation 
of the deaf person or his real possibilities of integration into society.  
 
Therefore, from a social point of view, when completing the classification of medical criteria 
and considering the recovery of each individual, it is preferable to classify them in the 
following functional categories: 
 
- persons who were born deaf or who have lost their hearing in the first years of life, whose 
mother tongue is sign language and who have learned Romanian as a second language in 
special schools; they use only the mimetic-gestural language in communication, which is also 
the main means of communication; Romanian plays a secondary role and is used, in 
particular, to; a subgroup of this category is represented by people who were born deaf or 
who lost their hearing in the first years of life but did not have access to special forms of 
education; most are from rural areas and do not speak sign language or Romanian; 
-people who have lost their hearing later in life, have attended national mass education 
courses and speak Romanian in communication; do not know the mimic-gestural language, 
communicate verbally and compensate for the hearing loss with various kinds of hearing 
aids that amplify the sound so that it can be picked up by the hearing loss. 
 

 


